
What the World Needs Now is More Research

 
       On September 21, 2010, Secretary of State, Hilary Clinton, said, in announcing
the creation of a multi-million stove cooker project:
 
      " I am very excited to tell you about a new initiative that will .... help put vital new
tools in the hands of millions of people. As we meet here in New York, women are cooking
dinner for their families in homes and villages around the world. As many as 3 billion
people are gathering around open fires or old and inefficient stoves in small kitchens and
poorly ventilated houses. Many of the women have labored over these hearths for hours,
often with their infant babies strapped to their backs, and they have spent many more hours
gathering the fuel. The food they prepare is different on every continent, but the air they
breathe is shockingly similar: a toxic mix of chemicals released by burning wood or other
solid fuel that can reach 200 times the amount that our EPA considers safe for breathing...  
     The World Health Organization considers smoke from dirty stoves to be one of the five
most serious health risks that face people in poor, developing countries. Nearly 2 million
people die from its effects each year, more than twice the number from malaria. And
because the smoke contains greenhouse gasses such as carbon dioxide and methane, as well
as black carbon, it contributes to climate change."
 

 
     Thus began the Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves, to save millions of
lives by supporting the development of cleaner fuel burning cookstoves. It's
now reportedly a 250 million dollar project.
     So,  almost six months later, Jack Howell, creator and master of our solar
oven project wrote to see if the Alliance would be interested in Jack's
project.  Why not, he reasoned. Solar ovens are 100% effective against the
smoke inhalation problem and eliminate the need for costly fuel. Solar ovens
are a "two fer", not to mention the fact that TIE is in Afghanistan, in the
middle of a "war for hearts and minds".
 



  CONVERSION TO SOLAR ENERGY IS YET ANOTHER EDUCATIONAL CHALLENGE. WHAT
BETTER WAY TO START THAN IN OUR LEARNING CENTERS AND REFUGEE CAMPS? 

 
 
Below is the response Jack received last week;
 
Dear Mr. Howell -
 
"Thank you for your note to the Alliance.  Unfortunately, we are not providing funds for
deployment grants at this time as our initial focus is on standards and testing, health and
climate research, advocacy and awareness, development of new business models, and the
removal of barriers to wide scale implementation.  You might try your local Rotary Club
for a grant as I have heard that they are providing grants for stove projects in some states. 
USAID/Kabul might also be a source of funding for your project.
 
I wish you all the best in your important work,"
 
 
      I'm increasingly convinced of the superior advantage of small scale grass
roots organizations. They "just do it" and if "it" works, do "it" again. The
challenge then become to "scale up".  The top down model devotes
altogether too much time and money on matters that are intuitively obvious



to those on the ground. How long did it take to research, test, create
standards, advocate, develop new business models, and remove barriers to
wide scale implementation of the wheel?    
     I just couldn't resist sharing one of the many challenges we face. It don't
come easy friends.    
 
Budd  
 
ps  Tomorrow, the Lafayette rotary club (noontime club) is presenting us
with a check for $2500 for the solar oven project. We know all about rotary
clubs. Several of the bay area clubs have been very supportive of our
projects for years.  
   

To Make A Difference Donate Now  Click here

To learn more about Trust In Education go to  
www.trustineducation.org

  
To view more photos go to   

flickr.com
  

To see  videos 
click here


