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Budd’s Recent Trip to
Afghanistan, by
Jonathan Seclow

Budd MacKenzie, founder of
TIE, spent two eventful weeks

in Afghanistan last spring
visiting the village. Thanks to

the astute observation of
Lafayette school children, who,

on first seeing photos of the
school asked Budd “Where are
the swings”, the village’s first

Greetings!

We are excited by the number of people who have
expressed interest in Trust in Education (TIE) and its
work in Afghanistan. This is the first issue of a bi-monthly
newsletter that lets us show you what the villagers have
accomplished with TIE’s support, report how they’ve done
it, and tell you our plans for the future.

TIE has made significant progress in its Mission to assist
Afghans in their quest to support themselves after many
decades of war and outside influence. By the end of
2005, TIE had provided a new secular school for more
than 200 boys and girls and regular access to Doctors. In
2006, nearly 13,000 fruit trees were planted and “micro
credit loans” jump started the villagers’ economy. We
hope you find time to read the three enclosed articles to
learn more about our work in Lalander.

Click here to read the latest progress report...

From the Trenches, by Budd MacKenzie

First, I want to thank
Jonathan Seclow, for
making this
newsletter possible.
One of my pleasant
responsibilities is to
report to contributors
how their funds have
been spent. I have
never had enough
time to keep everyone informed. My “To do” list far
exceeds my capacity to produce. Please review the
August 2006 progress report (See link above). It
provides a brief outline of the programs and projects TIE
has undertaken.

Click here for the full article ...



swing set was installed.
However, the children had to
wait their turn behind some

“older kids”. TIE also provided
a see saw, monkey bars, a
slide, and volleyball court.

Budd’s first stop was to inspect
the recently completed

$20,000 irrigation system
funded by TIE. The system
restored 150 acres of fallow
farmland into production. He
then checked on the 12,891

fruit trees that had been
planted by over 200 farmers.
These trees will bear fruit in
three to four years and are a
testament to the villagers’

determination not to rely on
opium to escape from poverty.

Click here for the full article ...

Calender 
September 10 - Budd will be
interviewed on NBC (Channel

3) at 10:00am 

September 17th and 18th - TIE
will have an information boothe

at Lafayette's Art and Wine
festival.Over 60 students will
be selling water from coolers

pulled by wagons, the proceeds
of which will buy more fruit

trees for the villagers. 

October 18th -At 7:30pm at
the Town Hall Theater in

Lafayette Budd will report on
his trip to Afghanistan planned
for the first week of October

Planting 13,000 Fruit Trees, by Ann Argabright

One of the unique aspects
of supporting Trust in
Education (TIE), which is a
local and independent non-
profit, is that contributors
can get the “straight scoop”
on what it takes to help the
villagers move forward
under current conditions in
Afghanistan. This article is
about what it took to successfully plant 12,891 fruit
trees.

As many of you already know, the first hurdle to
overcome was the lack of water on the hillside in
Lalander due to decades of bombing that had destroyed
the farmers’ aqueduct and irrigation systems. The
villagers and TIE both agreed that once the hillside was
restored it would be planted with fruit trees. The
villagers readily agreed, despite the fact that cultivating
opium would have offered them larger and more
immediate returns.

Click here for the full article ...

Donations

It is readily apparent from daily news reports that
Afghanistan’s future is at stake. It is imperative that we
join the Afghans now in their struggle for the most basic
freedoms. There is no such thing as a small contribution
in a country whose annual per capita income is $200 a
year. You can make a difference.

Send a check or money order (any currency) to: 

Trust In Education 
PO Box 936
Lafayette, CA 94549

Learn More

:: info@trustineducation.org
::

http://www.trustineducation.org

:: (925) 299-2010




