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Trooper and Khaled Weigh In 

 

         Trooper Earns Gold With Books On Tape
          Julie Sanders spoke with me about a year ago. She needed a project for
her girl scout Gold award and wanted to help TIE. Two weeks ago she
delivered 77 children's books that she and her friends recorded on tape. She
also brought cassette players, a check that paid for shipping, and added $595
to our library fund. Each book, along with the tape, is packaged in a
sandwhich bag. There are labels inside every book, containing information
about the donor and person who recorded the book. The books, tapes, and
cassette players are on their way with the solar cookers to Kabul. 
        Julie's project was almost perfect. It was her idea, she organized
everything, and raised funds that paid for the project and more.  The only
thing she didn't do, is bring me some girl scout cookies. 

                   
 

                          He Be Da Judge
       When Nabi and I were in Kabul in April, a young girl raised her hand
and told us she wanted to be a poet. Most everyone else in her class wanted to
be a teacher or doctor. She had, at the time, written only one poem. She stood
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OK, so he wrote two number one
bestsellers, "The Kite Runner" and "A
Thousand Splendid Suns". What has he
written for us lately?

and read her poem to the class. As Nabi translated what she had written, I

realized she had  insights well beyond her age. I only wished, I didn't need an

interpreter.

      I bought the tapes to learn Dari three years ago and am still on lesson one.

My random access memory no longer has room for another language. In fact,

storage capacity must have been limited when studying French in high

school. Once my language requirement was satisfied, the delete button was

activated by forces beyond my control.

C'est la vie!

     A few months after our April visit, we

thought about having a short story and

poetry writing contest. I wrote to  Khaled

Hosseini and he agreed to select the

winners. Don't worry Khaled, we've set a

story limit of 1,000 pages. 

     Basir, Maiwand and Qudsia are also

currently assessing whether to hold a

spelling contest while Nabi and I are in

Kabul, at the end of this month. The

teachers are very excited about the

prospect of holding a spelling contest. 

But, when we held an art contest in April,

so many of the winners were not allowed

to attend an awards party, that it was

cancelled. It's very troubling to realize

how many decisions in their lives are

impacted by concerns for security.
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Don't forget to visit us this weekend at Lafayette's Art and Wine Festival!!!!

Budd

ps Note to Julie -- See me when the girl scout's have their next cookie drive

 

To learn more about Trust In Education go to  

www.trustineducation.org

To view more photos go to 
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flickr.com

To see  videos

click here
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