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While Surfing in Philadelphia

 

     In the early 70s, I had the challenging task of managing a
very talented vocal group from Oakland known as "The
Natural Four." My duties included collecting their pay from
evasive club owners before the group would go on stage.
They performed in what was known as the Chitlin circuit,
where I was often a minority of one.
 

Curtis Mayfield signed and promoted
the group. Their best selling hit was
"Can This be Real?"  It, like most
songs, in "those days", was about
love. The refrain has had wider
applications in my life. The album has
vanished in the garage
along with my beaded belt, bell bottom
trousers, and peace sign necklace. All
are anxiously awaiting the garage sale that will liberate them to
a more appreciative home. It's a disquieting stage in life when
possessions you've cast off become collectibles. 
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While surfing the internet in
Philadelphia, between presentations, I
came across an interview with Zbigniew
Brzezinski, President Carter's National
Security advisor, that became and
remains today a "Can This be Real"
moment. I hesitated to send this
newsletter for fear it's not. Fact checkers
please advise if its not real. 
 
I have, for a long time, assumed the
United States first began providing

assistance to the mujahadeen ("freedom
fighters") in Pakistan, after the Soviets
invaded Afghanistan, on December 24,
1979. That was in fact the official version of
history until the former director of the CIA,
Robert Gates, disclosed the truth in his
memoirs ("From the Shadows"). "President
Carter signed the first directive for secret
aid to the opponents of the pro-Soviet
regime in Kabul, on July 3, 1979, five
months before the Soviets invaded
Afghanistan." ("How Jimmy Carter and I Started the

Muhahideen"-- click here to read the article.)

 
To summarize, we agreed to finance jihadists, armed and
trained in Pakistan, to wage war inside Afghanistan, at a time
when the Afghan government was only "pro-Soviet."  We
denied involvement in the war, until we no longer could, after
we invented and they began using the stinger. Finally, the
"official version of history" hid the fact that our support began
before the Soviet invasion. 
 
On the day the directive for secret aid from the United States
was signed, Brzezinski sent a note to President Carter stating
that in his opinion our aid was "going to induce a Soviet military
intervention."  Brzezenski stated, "We didn't push the
Russians to intervene, but we knowingly increased the
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probability that they would."
 
When asked whether he had any regrets, Brzezinski
responded,
 

"Regret what? That secret operation was an
excellent idea. It had the effect of drawing
the Russians into the Afghan trap and you
want me to regret it? The day that the
Soviets officially crossed the border, I wrote
to President Carter: We now have the
opportunity of giving to the USSR its Vietnam

war. Indeed, for almost ten years, Moscow had to carry on a
war unsupportable by the government, a conflict that brought
about the demoralization and finally the breakup of the Soviet
empire."
 
In response to the question, "...do you regret... having given
arms and advice to future terrorists", he replied,   "What is most
important to the history of the world? The Taliban or the
collapse of the Soviet empire? Some stirred-up Muslims or the
liberation of Central Europe and the end of the cold war?"
 
Nowhere in the interview does Brzezinski consider the impact
of ten years of war to
Afghanistan. What is "most
important to the history of the
world is the liberation of Central
Europe," "Stirred up muslims"
wasn't the only consequence of
our decision to support a ten
year proxy war inside
Afghanistan.
 
So, why share this can this be
real moment? Afghanistan, its people, and the conditions in
Afghanistan, need to be understood in their historical context.
Our "national interests" and the pursuit of same have had a
devastating causal effect on conditions in Afghanistan today.
We must not abandon Afghans again, as we did in 1993,
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 when all aid to Afghanistan was withdrawn.
 

TIE is doing great work,
thanks to you. We're also
doing work that we
should do. It's critical that
the historical context be
known by all Americans. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Enjoy the luxury of a packing party-free weekend and forward
this newsletter to friends. It ain't just about educating Afghans.
 
Budd
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