
Summertime and the Livin is Still Hard

     Many have written to tell me about the recent Time magazine cover
and Taliban attack on medical aid workers. Their strategy is clear. Drive
the foreign infidels out and traumatize Afghans into submission. Fear is
a very effective weapon. It's more effective than reason, at least in the
short run.
     Let's face it, how many of us, would ignore a directive slipped under
our door at night, warning us to stop cooperating with Nato forces and
the Afghan government? What woman, having seen the cover of Time,
would leave an abusive husband or risk being accused of disgracing her
family by disobeying her husband or father? How many of our daughters
would be attending school?
     So, why don't we leave? Because, they have not given up! I told
them five years and 10 trips ago, I'll keep coming until you ask us to
stop. Every visit, I ask whether my presence is putting them at risk and
whether it would be best if I not return. Trip number 12 will be in
September, Inshallah. What the Taliban fail to realize is that, over time,
the will to be free is greater than the ability to repress.   
    By the way, things in our small piece of the world are improving. The
world, unfortunately, receives a daily diet of horrific news, and has little
insight into what is going right. I have plenty to share, more than can be
contained in one newsletter. 

WE STRUCK WATER!!!!!

    

       For the well story click here. For the picture story.... 

From This ---



    

To This  -- (And within budget!!!!)

         



         

YOUR STUFF MADE IT TO KABUL

               

  Remember the packing party held in May 2009?

     

           
  



            
       
Your stuff finally arrived in Kabul four weeks ago.

       Nabi and I will help with distribution to the neediest of families in
September.

  



  

   See the jacket worn by the Afghan boy below? While giving the
students an update at Burton Valley Elementary School a few months
ago a young boy shouted out, "That's my jacket". I have waited for
years for that to happen. It still sends chills.



   
   
    What took so long? The Afghan government took three months to
approve our shipment and USAID took longer! Nabi and I met with the
Afghan minister who oversees the approval of Denton shipments when
we were in Kabul. He assured us approval for our next shipment
wouldn't take long. Unfortunately, we have little confidence in USAID's
ability to act timely on Denton shipments.  We've asked Congressman
Garamendi's office to inquire into the problem and determine if and how
it can be resolved. The military by the way is incredible. Once USAID
approves a shipment it's generally on its way to Kabul within a week or
two.

GOOD NEWS FOR MY GARAGE AND YOUR CLOSETS!!!!

     Jeff Lee found us another warehouse in San Leandro where we can
store and pack stuff. Thank you Don and Randy Jones for use of your
warehouse. Hang on to your boxes and bags a little longer. My porch will
be open again for drop offs July 28th and we'll have another packing
party in October.
 

A NEW "RADICAL" PROGRAM IS UNDERWAY

 
     Pictured below is the first of several bookcases that are being built to
provide libraries in three villages. The teachers in each village are



preparing their library book wish lists. In addition, three organizations
have surfaced that are heavily involved in providing books that have
offered to work with us:
 Books for the Barrios http://www.booksforthebarrios.com, 
Dupree Foundation http://www.dupreefoundation.org and
Hoopoe Books for Children  http://www.hoopoekids.com 
                 .  
   It's reassuring to be in a position where other organizations recognize
our ability to perform and are willing to work with us. 
      Don't bring us any books, however, without first talking with us. A
few years ago I was told by one headmaster that he didn't want any
books written in English. Their preference, quite naturally, is to offer
books in Dari and Pashto. We're still in the process of determining what
they want, are willing to include in their libraries, and what approval
process we should follow.  
   I did, however, carry the book pictured below, into the country, and
the children loved it.
 

           



       
                
    More good news to follow. There's too much to include in one
newsletter and I'm where the livin is easy, if one choses to make it so.
It's time to concentrate on the "Big Skies" of Montana in the prone
position.     
      
Budd

             

                                          

              To learn more about Trust In Education go to  
www.trustineducation.org

To view more photos go to 
flickr.com

To see  videos
click here
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