
Crisis Solved - We think --
 
We're back from Kabul, coughing the dust out of our lungs, slowly
adjusting to the 11 and 1/2 hour time zone difference, and popping tums.
The latest word from Kabul is that they obtained the work permit to
resume building the school for girls in Farza. They will be back to work
this Saturday.
 
The rice packages from Stop Hunger Now have now moved beyond the
desk where they had been stalled, in the Ministry of Health. They were
sent to the lab for testing. The rice passed their lab tests before and
should pass again. There is, however, a great chasm between should and
will, as you know.
 
A few friends have asked why we didn't give up. Giving up and in is so
appealing at times. However, Nabi and I have handed hundreds of
buckets of rice to deserving Afghan families. We know what hunger looks
like and have experienced the joy of being part of a food chain that has
provided several hundred thousand meals to people who often lack
something to eat.  
 
Nabi and I have been forced to meet with three ministers in the Afghan
government, on three separate issues. In every case, the Ministers
stepped in immediately and resolved the problems created by the
bureaucrats below.  There has been no baksheesh (bribe), requested or
offered.
 
I know the prevailing view is that the Afghan government is corrupt. But,
we've only experienced soft corruption from low end bureaucrats. That's
where they intimate, we ignore, and they eventually give in. Our resolve
is greater than theirs. I also suspect that part or our success is due to the
fact that we may be too small a fish to fry.



Our First Solar Oven Cooking Lesson

Nabi and I met with Wahid, who had been using one of the solar ovens
built by Jack Howell. Wahid had only been using the oven to heat water.
Nabi offered to teach Wahid how to cook a meal. Wahid happily agreed
and sent someone to buy chicken, carrots, potatoes, spices, and other
vegetables I couldn't identify. Wahid's first lesson was captured on my
Flip and is posted on youtube.  Click here to watch.
 
The teacher you see tasting the chicken and pictured below is Farzana.
She, Nabi and I spent a considerable amount of time talking about the
challenge of getting girls into her class. Farzana makes house calls, with
her mother, to homes in the village, where daughters are not being
allowed to attend school. If, after several visits she fails, she enlists the
families' relatives, neighbors and friends to
change their minds. Most often it is the
fathers and brothers who object. Farzana
also corners them at funerals, and
engagement and wedding parties. Her
relentless and endearing nature is evident in
the solar oven cooking video.
 
During our discussion Farzana proudly
announced that there are now 100 girls in
school whose education began in her home.
"Had it not been for Trust In Education", she
said, "these girls would not be in school".
Farzana has been working for us for three
years. 100 girls in three years is
remarkable. Needless to say we will
continue to support Farzana and the
learning center located on her families'
property for as long as we can! In fact two after school English classes
are being formed now, that will begin May 1st. Yes, these will be taught
by someone who can speak English!!!
   
 
Budd
 
P.S.  We're over 50% of our goal to sell out the May 27th Fun Raiser. Buy
now and bring a friend. To read about the event click here and to
purchase tickets click here . 
 
 

 
To Make A Difference Donate Now 



Click here

To learn more about Trust In Education go   
www.trustineducation.org

  
To view more photos go to   

flickr.com
  

To see  videos 
click here


