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Trust In Education

      Several schools in the Bay Area have been conducting fundraising
drives benefiting TIE for the past five years. I've been privileged to provide
the students with an annual report that I and they thoroughly enjoy. 
    When we first began, I suggested they use "Change for Change" as their
fundraising slogan. That was a mistake (error in judgment for those who
don't admit mistakes).
     Children are not personally invested, if all they do, is collect change
from their parents.  Secondarily, "Change for Change" reinforces the
instinct to reach for change when donating to worthy causes.
     I've stood next to the donation jar numerous times, watching people
thumb through their larger bills to extract singles, or reach into their
pockets to find change. Some take the time to remove their quarters
("parking meter money").
    If an organization is worthy of a donation, shouldn't we bypass the
singles and the change?  A more truthful slogan for fundraising drives
would be "Keep the Change". It would be controversial, but it conveys the
message that many nonprofit organizations would like to send.
     I recently adopted the slogan "The Buck Stops Here" for school drives.
It enables me to discuss President Truman's quote, explain what a double
entendre is, and is an effort to raise the level of commitment above spare
change, subliminally.
     School fundraisers now support two Afghan street children, a boy and a
girl. The students assume direct responsibility for two lives, whose progress
they will be able to follow over time. Their support, $40 a month per child,
"gets them off the streets" and into school. 

    Street Children sponsored by Beech Elementary School
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   Rawoof is nine, the eldest

of three children. His father is

physically impaired and "can

not find work like before".

His mother "is washing

clothes in people's houses".

He no longer sells plastic

bags on the streets of Kabul

and is trying hard to catch up

in school. 

Sabera is eleven. Her schedule before

being sponsored, included selling

gum on the streets from 6 to 10 am.

She attends school from 10 to 2,

sews children's clothing after school,

and studies at night.

Her family of 8 live in one room, on

the top of a hill, where there is no

water.

Qudsia writes, "they have a very

difficult life". Sabera wants to be a

famous soccer player and to never

work on the streets again.

The children at Beech are fulfilling

one of her wishes, for the next 12

months.

       After telling students about the steeet children and their families, I ask

"who is willing to take responsibility for getting these children off the

streets and into school" ? Every hand goes up. I then say, "OK, but you

can't just go home and ask your parents for money. Make it your

responsibility, not theirs. Find a way to earn it". Initially, there is a puzzled

look on most faces. But, when I ask, "How many of you are willing to earn

it", the hands go back up. Then they head home, where values are instilled

(where the rubber meets....). 

       Somewhere in there we have a discussion about President Truman, the
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Buck Stops Here, and double entendres. That is, if I don't forget (boomers
will relate).

      I recently provided another annual report at Beach Elementary School
in Piedmont. It worked!!!  Below is an email I received last week.

Dear Budd,

     Our daughter, Sophie (a 3rd grader at Beach Elementary in Piedmont)
was so impressed by your assembly on the 17th, that she came home
wanting to do something to help the children in Afghanistan that you
spoke of.  She decided that by having a bake sale, she could raise more
money than she would find by simply emptying the change jars around the
house.  So she invited a friend and classmate, and the girls baked all
afternoon on November 23rd.  Yesterday we set up shop outside Ace
Hardware on Grand Avenue and the girls spent about an hour and a half
(the time it took to sell out) selling baked goods to support your
organization.  They raised $82.50 in that short period and are both very
excited to bring the funds to school on Monday to contribute to their
classroom jar.
     
      We're so proud of these girls!  Thank you for sharing an opportunity
such as this, in a personal way, making an impression on our kids that
moves them to go out and do something to help.  I thought you might
enjoy seeing the enclosed photos!

Happy Holidays!

Katie Hall
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Ringleader, Sophie, is on the right.                            A closer look at their poster

These breakthroughs inspire us.  Thank You Sophie!

  

Budd

ps  I'm working on the year end fundraising letter entitled "Where have all

the dollars gone?" That will be sent soon. So, find a friend, start baking

and turn your change into bucks.

Make a Difference - - Donate Now
Click here

To learn more about Trust In Education go to  
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www.trustineducation.org

To view more photos go to 

flickr.com

To see  videos

click here
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