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Flipin Out and in Kabul 
 

       Nabi and I arrived in Kabul on Friday afternoon with a new gadget, a

flip video recorder. The goal is to send out videos by the end of the trip. Not

an easy task considering my instruction manual phobia. Life is too short to

devote that much time to tech manuals, particularly those only available

online. We have had more than 20 meetings/visits to schedule within a week.

Remember the TV show "Beat the Clock". We're livin it.

 

       The number one problem to solve upon arrival was to obtain the

approval of a shipment of fortified rice, donated by Stop Hunger Now,

(44,000 packages, 264,000 meals). We've received approval for and

successfully distributed a shipment of their rice packages before. No problem

mon, right? Wrong!! This time a man inside the Ministry of Health had

decided that there should be an expiration date on each package of rice.

According to him "They made a mistake allowing the prior shipment

without an expiration date.

 

     Stop Hunger Now has distributed over 40 million rice packages to 76

countries. This is the only regulator, in the food chain, who has felt the need

to require an expiration date on the packages. The rice is purchased within a

few months of packaging and has a shelf life of five years.  Most of the rice

we receive is distributed to Afghan families living in tents in refugee camps.  

 

     It's not as if food gets lost in their pantries or they forget to rotate their

food stock. The rice is consumed within a month or two of receipt,

depending upon how desperate a family is. 

 

     This surely meets the requirements of Ripley's Believe It or Not--

 Mandating expiration dates on food given to people who are starving!!!

 

     The saga gets worse, then better.
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     To comply with this requirement it will be necessary to apply labels by

hand. I wouldn't even begin to ask TIE volunteers to do a repetitive task

44,000 times. Not that you wouldn't, of course. I couldn't summon the

courage to ask. So, Stop Hunger Now refused? No, they agreed to make

labels and find volunteers to apply them. Rick Kearney, who said they

would, noted that he has seen our

photos of the children and families

carrying the buckets of their rice

home. He said "tell me what they

want, we'll do it.... bring it on". One

thing I've observed several times

now, is that the humanitarian aid

world attracts the most caring among

us.

 

      Nabi knew a guy who knew a

guy who arranged for us to meet the chief of staff to the Minister of Health.

We met with him yesterday, outlined the problem, and gave him material

about Stop Hunger Now. He immediately took it in to the Minister, a

woman by the way. Five minutes later he came out, made "the call" and

asked us to go see the man who was blocking the shipment. He said, "if it is

not resolved, come back".
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     An hour later it was resolved, we think.

The shipment will be approved, once the

rice passes a lab test. Stop Hunger Now,

may, however, still be required to apply

expiration labels. When I explained to the

official that the labeling would need to be

done by hand by volunteers, I suggested, in

partial jest, that he volunteer. I offered to

apply the labels with him, when the

shipment arrived in Afghanistan. He

laughed, but didn't say he would remove the

dating requirement. 

 

 

 

 

      Given the events of the day, last night, I doubled down on my stress

medication and consumed a box of Dots, courtesy of Dennis Garrison,

followed by a Pepsi chaser. Anyone willing to trade their red dots for my

green?
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Budd

 

ps Yes, I've heard and been reading about Greg Mortenson. It's on the news

in Afghanistan. I'll reserve my comments and share my personal experience

with Greg for our Fun Raiser on May 27th. Click here for info on the night

and to purchase tickets. Click here to learn how Patrick Martin, our main

guest for the evening, escaped from behind the Berlin wall.    He who

hesitates to purchase tickets will be sorry!

 

 
 

  

To Make A Difference Donate Now 

Click here

To learn more about Trust In Education go to  

www.trustineducation.org
  

To view more photos go to   

flickr.com
  

To see  videos 

click here
.

 


