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Loaded up and headed to her tent. Next distribution this Thursday.

FIRST TWO DAYS

     Nabi and I arrived in Kabul Friday afternoon to a city where thousands
have decided to remain indoors as much as possible. The prevailing advice
is "don't go anywhere".The prevailing question is "why did you come?" "Are
you crazy mon"? (note the subconsciuos reference to Jamaica, which is
where I'd rather be). The short answer is because there are thousands of
Afghan families and children impacted by TIE's work and there's work to be
done, that's best done here. 

     The rationalization is that the recent attacks have been directed toward
high profile people and locations. The risk is Nabi and I would be in the
wrong place at the wrong time. Mathematically, that's an acceptable risk
given the current frequency and nature of the attacks. The greater risk for us
remains kidnapping. Prepare yourself for the first ever internet ransom drive
conducted by a nonprofit organization. Don't hold out. My plan is to confess
to everything and implicate everyone who doesn't  contribute to the ransom
fund.  
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     We decided to stay where we normally stay, the Intercontinental hotel,
notwithstanding the attack on the hotel in June. Our theory was that there
would be beefed up security and that a second attack so close to the first
would be unlikely.  Apparently our theory is not widely held. There are 25
guests in the hotel (198 rooms). We were right about the security. They have
added guard stations and towers and the inspections are much more
thorough. They discovered my Snickers Bars, hidden inside rolled up
athletic socks! Embarrassing moment! 

     Our greatest loss thus far is that the man who previously cooked our eggs
must have been let go. It took Nabi five minutes to explain how to cook eggs
over easy to his replacement. The eggs came back too easy and not over.
So, I double downed on the corn flakes.  

     There is not a great deal to report at this time. We meet with the street
children sponsored through TIE in a few hours. It's payday. We use this time
to identify and address special needs and encourage them to take additional
classes, particularly computer and English classes.  All the letters sent by
sponsors will be delivered. Your gift packages are still in transit.   

     Our donated "stuff" arrived a month ago and filled all the rooms in our
office. Thursday we will bring six bus loads (240 families) living in a nearby
refugee camp to our office. It will take all day to distribute what you donated
and packed. This means of course that it's time to pack again.. Save the
date, October 23rd for another packing party. Time and place to be
announced. Hold on to your stuff if you can. My porch and back are aching. If
you must however, the porch will be opening again on October 3rd. Include
a couple of Tylenols. 

All in all it is good we decided to get on the plane. The fear factor is
significantly higher but not greater than the resolve.

Budd
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