
Worst Place to be a Mother 
 

Afghanistan
 

      One of the challenges we face is to inform and enlist others to support
the reconstruction effort underway in Afghanistan. It doesn't take long, when
explaining what we do, for someone to ask, "Why Afghanistan?". Often
this question is followed by "We have problems here at home".  I wrote
about the Why Afghanistan question years ago.  What was true then is even
more true now. To read what was written in 2005 click here.
       As we plan our exit strategy, let it not include abandoning reconstruction
aid, as was done in 1993, following the successful conclusion of "Charlie
Wilson's War". Afghans have suffered the consequences of over 30 years of
war. We have either financed or waged war in Afghanistan for more than
half those years. 
       The merits and rationale of "our wars" have been argued ad nauseum.
Whatever side anyone is on, the consequences of war are there for everyone
to see. It's not difficult to be anti-war. But, one must also be pro victim and
proactive. Therein lies the great divide. There are altogether too many people
watching events unfold from the bleachers.  
       Kathy Vizas, a TIE volunteer, sent me an article, "The 2011 Mother's
Index", which summarizes the results of Save the Children's twelth annual
Mother's Index. The index compares the well-being of mothers and children
in 164 countries. Afghanistan finished in last place. It's the "worst place for a
mother to be". I've extracted a few statistics from the article which are set
forth below.
 



 
Statistics pertaining to Afghanistan:
 
1.  1 child in 5 does not reach his or her fifth birthday. At this rate, every      
  mother is likely to suffer the loss of a child.
2.  1 woman in 11 dies in pregnancy or childbirth
3.  The average woman does not see her 45th birthday
4.  Women earn 25 cents or less for every dollar men earn
5.  A typical female receives fewer than 5 years of formal education
6.  More than half of the population lacks access to safe water
7.  One child in three suffers from malnutrition
         

As summarized in the article:
 
           "Statistics are far more than numbers. It is the human despair and lost
opportunities behind these numbers that call for changes to ensure that
mothers everywhere have the basic tools they need to break the cycle of
poverty and improve the quality of life for themselves, their children, and for



generations to come."
 
       I realize we are headed into Mother's Day weekend and these statistics
are disturbing.  On the other hand, they afford us an opportunity to give
thanks for what we have, celebrate what we have accomplished together in
Afghanistan and affirm our commitment to do more. There's always an
upside. 

Have a great weekend! 

Budd

ps  Add the movie Win Win to your calendar. (a sleeper that will keep even
the oldest among us awake -- my friends are now laughing)

pps  This just in. The rice from Stop Hunger Now was approved by the
Ministry of Health yesterday. That's 44,000 packages and 264,000 meals that
will be on their way to Afghanistan soon. Soon is a relative concept. But, the
tallest hurdle has been cleared. 

  
 
 

To Make A Difference Donate Now 

Click here
 

To learn more about Trust In Education go   
www.trustineducation.org

  
To view more photos go to   

flickr.com
  

To see  videos 
click here

Newsletter Subtitle Month Year


