
Trust In Education

Greetings To All Supporters,

      So many of you have "strongly" recommended that I send a solicitation message at
the end of the year that I decided I would. It has something to do with tax planning and
"the holiday spirit". People do seem to reflect at year's end and resolve to do more than
eat right, exercise, and lead less stressful lives.
 

        
       I won't dwell on the value of sharing.

After all, most of you are already in the
choir. I want, however, to share a fact I
stumbled upon recently that is surprising to
everyone I've told.

       On several occasions I have been
called upon to respond to the observation
"we have problems here at home". In other
words, why should we support Afghanistan?
The complete answer can be found in our
website, www.trustineducation.org. But, I
now have another response.  

                                                          The
Children look very happy in their new hats 

that were made by the "Nordie Knitters" from San Francisco  
                            

        If we were to track all donations, humanitarian aid and welfare dollars spent by
Americans, 97.5% stay within our borders. Three billion people, or one-half the world's
population, living outside the United States, survive on less than $2 a day.  An allocation
of 2.5% to the world beyond our borders is clearly not excessive.  

        As an aside let me also share with you another discovery. Once you experience the
conditions under which "the other worlds" live, you immediately  become borderless. It's
no longer them and us. It's just us. Isn't this the view that we, and they must strive to
achieve?

        TIE News. The October trip to Afghanistan was the most productive trip ever. My
emails from Kabul, unfortunately,  left many of you with the opposite impression. The
villagers are solving their internal political issues themselves and creating a government
that will be trusted, transparent, and more inclusive. This is a major step away from the
"every man for himself" survival mode, that more than 25 years of war has created. Our
staying away from the village during the political process was the right thing to do and did
not impede our work in the least. As for the work itself, here are a few 2007 highlights;

1. We established several community (in home) classes for girls. This adjustment was
made in response to the escalation of the war against educating girls waged by the



Taliban. Educating girls has become a life and death issue. Millions of Afghans have
put themselves at risk. We simply make certain there are teachers, books and
supplies when their children arrive at the door. Providing home based classes for
girls is a high priority next year.

2. We introduced computers, educational software and computer classes into several
locations. 

3. We provided another 8500 fruit trees bringing the total to 22,395.

4. We met with village leaders "down the road" who completely support the programs
we've implemented and hope we will be able to bring these programs to their
villages.

5. Bigger, better, and substantially more tomatoes and onions were grown from seeds
we provided. Finding methods for the farmers to increase their productivity, using
better seeds, fertilizer, and training, is also a high priority for next year.

6. We've agreed to partner with professors and engineering students at the
Polytechnic University in Kabul, to develop ram pumps. Ram pumps can distribute
water 24 hours a day without requiring electricity or gasoline.

 

    

    Suffice it to say that a strong and broad

based foundation has been laid, upon which we
and they will build.  In the war for hearts and
minds, we're doing great. Small is in fact
beautiful, as are grass roots exchanges.
    Keep those cards, letters and checks

coming. There are no quick fixes in combating
ignorance, poverty, or oppression. We must be
committed for the long haul.
    Finally, once the check to Trust In Education

has been mailed, start eating right, exercising,
and leading less stressful lives. Why wait until
next year?

    Happy Holidays,

    Budd



Here is a donation sheet, for your conveinence.(works best with Internet Explorer)
It can work for a credit card charge or a check.   You can print it out and either
mail or fax it to us at 925 283-1134 or mail to Trust In Education, P.O.Box 936,
Lafayette, CA 94549

   A.    Name                                                                                                
   
   B.    Mailing Address 
      
                                                                                                                 
        
                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                  

   C.    Telephone Numbers (Daytime and Evening).                                               

                                                                                                                   

   D.    Email address                                                                                      

   E.    Visa or Mastercard Number                                                                     

   F.    Date of Expiration                                                                                 

   G.    Billing Address (if different than you mailing address)
                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                  
  

 
I.     Total donation amount charged to your account                                         




