
A heavy load on its way to my porch.
These two are frequent depositors.

THE JOY OF GIVING
WITHOUT GETTING

DEEPER IN DEBT
 

Greetings!
   

We are pleased to report that thanks to Trust in Education's generous donors,
we  will be addressing two of Maslow's basic needs, food and clothing, for
hundreds of Afghan families in January. As Congress debates ad naseum the
merits of redistributing wealth, we go about the business of redistributing stuff,
about which there should be no debate.  All of us have stuff that we can
redistribute to those who don't. Stuff
comes at us from many directions,
including schools, churches, clubs, and
individuals. Much of it starts its journey
by landing on my porch, where it is
then transported to a warehouse in San
Leandro. (We need to find another
warehouse, by the way. Help!!). My
porch warehouseman, moi, is
vacationing in Mexico for the next
couple of weeks so hang on to your
things a little longer. 
 
 
 
 
A packing party for clothing was held at the warehouse on October 23rd,
attended by somewhere between 60 and 70 volunteers. 300 plus boxes were
packed and later transported to Mary and Tim Johansen's warehouse, where



Jackie never stops working
or giving!!

they awaited delivery to Travis Air Force base. 

 Hayden Van Styn and her family haven't
missed a packing party in over three years.
They're awesome!

 
Two weeks later we held another packing party, this time to pack nutritious rice
donated by Stop Hunger Now. I was concerned
that only a few people would show, considering
we had held a packing party two weeks earlier.
So, we were thrilled when around 40 or so came,
packed over 850 five-gallon buckets in two hours,
each with 25 packages of rice (120,000 meals in
all).
 
 
Once everything was packed and ready to be
inspected we submitted an application to USAID
for approval. It came within a week. It used to
take months for USAID to process our requests.
There is a "new man" at the desk who responds
immediately to applications and inquiries. What a
difference that has made. 
 
Unfortunately, in Afghanistan, requests for shipment approvals are still taking
months to process. Remember how the Ministry of Health employee first
insisted that each rice package be stamped with an expiration date? Rice that is
no more than a few months old--with a shelf life of three years--needed an
expiration date on the package? What, rice might be overlooked in the food
pantry for three years? This rice will be distributed to the poorest of the poor,
many of whom are now living in tents. Thanks to Nabi  and the Minister of



Health (a woman!), we were able to overcome this bureacratic nightmare when
Nabi and I were in Afghanistan in September.  

Rice on its way to the unlucky U-Haul truck. 
               Jackie, upper right, with her grandsons down 
               below, trying to keep up grandma. 

      
Jack Howell and I drove the
rice, along with two dozen
donuts from Johnny's to
Travis, leaving at 6:30 in the
morning.  No, the donuts
were not for us. We're
addicted to maple bars and
they weren't ready. The truck
literally groaned from the
weight. I swear I heard "I
think I can" coming from
the engine as we went

up one hill. The buckets fell against the door, making it impossible to open,
thereby preventing the guards at the entrance to Travis from inspecting the
shipment.   Terrorists don't bring donuts, so Jack and I passed the profile test
and were able to proceed to the warehouse. 
 



These clothes were distributed last week

The soldiers inside the
warehouse, led by Buck, were
incredible. They pried open
the door with the forklift,
unloaded the buckets one by
one, and palletized them
within two hours. At the same
time the 300 plus boxes of
clothing, blankets, shoes,
school supplies etc. arrived
and were  palletized.
 
Our shipment weighs 36,000 pounds (18 tons), consists of 11 military pallets, 9
of which are in Charleston, waiting to take the next leg on their way to Kabul.
The shipment should start arriving in Afghanistan within a couple of weeks.
Distribution will begin within a week after arrival. Thanks to the military and
USAID this load travels for free! Contact us if you want to learn about this
program. You too can become involved in the redistribution of stuff, open your
porch to the world and ruin your back.  
 
Delivering 18 tons of food and clothing in January, when it is brutally cold, is a
great way for us and hundreds of Afghan families to start the new year. Thank
you for making this possible and Tennessee Ernie Ford for the classic song,
"Sixteen Tons", from whence commeth the refrain, "If the right one don't get
you, the left one will." TIE, as you are well aware, is attacking needs in
Afghanistan from multiple directions. 
 
Meri, Lauren and I wish you a Happy New Year!
 
Budd



Nutritious rice = 
healthier mother =  

healthier milk for her baby

 from an earlier shipment.

TO SUPPORT THESE ACTIVITIES AND ALL THE WORK OF TRUST IN EDUCATION IN

2012, PLEASE CONTRIBUTE TODAY. 

    


